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NACHRUF AUF PETER CALM EYE R 



Dcr Archiiologe Peter Calmcycr ist am 22. No- 
vember 1995, ™ 2. Monat seines Ruhestandes, 
auf dem Wege in das Institut in Berlin-Dahlcm 
vollig unerwartet an Hcrzversagcn verstorben, 

Er wurdc 1930 in Halle (Saalc) als Sohn cincs 
Rechtsanwaltcs gcboren, scin Vatcr wurdc durch 
seinen Kampf gegen NS~Unrccht bekannt Cal- 
meyer besuchte die Schulc in Osnabrikk, Dres- 
den, Den Haagund Holzmindcn. ipjobcganncr 
seine Studien dcr KJassischen Archaologie in 
iinster und spacer in Miinchcn als Schiilcr von 
M. Wcgncr, H. Drcrup, E* Buschor und H. Kah- 
ler und sctzte dieses Studium mit eincm Stipendi- 
um 1954/5 S in Kopenhagcn bei K, Friis Johansen 
fort. Ab 1955 wechsclte er zur Vorderasiarischen 
Archaologie iiber und hiirtc A. Moortgat, J. 
Friedrich und Fr. Akhcim. Er promovicrte 1965 
in Berlin mil dcr Arbeit „Datierbare Bronzcn aus 
Luristan und Kirmanshah" 

Bereits von i960 bis 196 j war er „Hilfsassistent a 
am Institut von A. Mportgat in Berlin, wurde As- 
sistant 1 965 in Miinchcn, crhielr ebendort 1968 
cine Dozentur und 1976 die AuGcrplanmafiigc 
Professur am Institut fiir Vorderasiatische Ar- 
chaologie. Nach eincm Aufcnthalt als Gast- 
professor in Ch icagoam Oriental Institute wurdc 
Peter Calmcycr im Fcbruar 1971 zum Zweiien 
Dircktor (Wissenschaftliehcn Direktor) an der 
Abtcilung Teheran des Deutschen Arehaologi- 
schen Institucs gewahk. Dort trat er 1973 scinen 
Dienst an. Durch die polirische Entwicklung seit 
der Islamisehen Revolution in Iran bedingt, wur- 
dc er - wic allc Mitarbeitcr dcr Abtcilung- 19S3 
an den SitzdcrZentralcdcs InsritutsmBcrfirizu- 
ruckversetzt. Von Berlin aus konntecr jedoch sei- 
ne Forschungcn in Iran-aHcrdings in stark einge- 
schranktcm und durch mancherlei Widrigkeiicn 
bchindcrtem Umfang- bis 1994 fortsetzen. Peter 
Calmcycr war nicht der ^geborcne 1 ' Ausgrabcr, 
aber er nahm als Mitarbeitcr an den Ausgrabuft- 



gen auf dem Aucrbcrg in Baycrn und in Bastam in 
Iranisch-Azerbaidjan teil, hicr bcarbeitete er bc- 
sondere Fundstucke uranaischcr Zcta 

Seine Forschungcn in Iran* die ihm den Ruf cines 
mternarional ancrkanntcn Gclehrten cinhrach- 
ten, konzentricrtcn sich mchr und mehr auf Fra- 
gen der Ikonograpbie des Altcn Orients, und 
zwar von der Spatphasc dcr achamenidischen 
Zcit her gesehen und mk Hilfc sp'aterer nco-assy- 
rischer* gricchischcrund lateinischcrTexte. Einen 
wciteren Schwerpunkt seiner Srudien und For- 
schungcn bildeien die Darstellungen von Irancrn 
auf griechischen und romischen Monumenten, 
wobei ihm seine Studien zur KJassischen Archao- 
logie zu Guie kamcn. 

Aus all diesen Studien, wobei Pcrscpolis immer 
den Schwerpunkt bildctc, sind einc ViclzahJ wis- 
scnschaftlicher Monographien, Aufsatzc und 
Aufsatzf olgen sowie gcdrucktc Vonrigc entstan- 
den, die unser Wissen - spc/icll der achamenidi- 
schen Kulturgeschichtc - erheblich.zu erweitern 
halfcn und anhaltende Diskussionen ausldstcn. 
Einen weiteren Schwerpunkt der Publikationsta- 
tigkeit Peter Calmeyers bit den /ahlrciche Le\i- 
konartikel und Rczcnsioncn. 

Als Hochschullehrer hat er mit Erfolg ncben an- 
deren auslandischen Studenten auch jungc irani- 
sche Kollegen ausgcbildet und zur Promotion ge- 
fiihrt und damit dcr deutscli-iranischen Zusam- 
menarbeit auf archSoIogischcm Gcbict cincn 
groficn Dienst erwiesen, auch wenn im Augcn- 
blick cine sole he Zusammenarbeit /war wim- 
schenswert abcr ehcr sehwerer realisierbar er- 
scheim. 

Alle seine Forschungcn betrich Peter Calmcycr 
in.cngerZusammcnarbeit mit seiner Frau Ursula 
Ca!mcycr-Scidl, die selbst eine angesehene vorr 
dcrastatische Archaologin ist. 
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EMPIRE AND THE ^»«» 



The constant deepening and broadening of our 
knowledge of the history of all parts of die 
Achaemenian Empire on one side, and of du- 
books of Ezra and Nehcmia on the other 

v M1UW3 

that we have to consider both in the framework 
of the imperial politics, customs and laws. We 
tried to do so in our papers devoted to the books 
of Ezra and Nehcmia and Judean history of this 
period. 1 The Imperial order concerns taxation in 
Judah, its political development, relations with 
the central power, etc. The irrevocability of royal 
laws and orders known from the Biblical books 
of Esther and Ezra is known from Herodotus, 
and it was a reality of the legal order of the Em- 
pire.- The problem we here have to deal with has 
two aspects. 



1 



Chapter XIII of the book of Nehcmia is purely 
autobiographical. In verse 6 % Nchemia relates 
that in the year 32 of Artaxerxes he came to the 
king: "and after some time I asked leave of the 
king and came to Jerusalem, " So either this meet- 
'ng tell into the 32nd year of Artaxerxes or into a 
somewhat later time.* Further Nehcmia tells us 
about his struggle against Tobyah and Elyasib, 
and it is clear that he continued to be the gov- 
ernor of Judah, He regulated the functions of the 
Levitcs, the storehouses and nominated as treas- 
urers persons faithful to him (verses 7-14). hi 
verses 1 $-22 he speaks about the imrodution of 
the obligatory observance of the Sabbath. Then 
goes on to the question of mixed marriages. As 
W know from the book of Erza, as also from 
v crse 28 of Nehcmia XIU, the main culprits here 
w ?rc the nobles of Judah, including Elyasib, the 
h 'gli priest, And Nehcmia says (Verse if): "And 
1 contended with them and cursed them and beat 
some of them and pulled out ther hair of their 



beards 
give t 




cm to take 



1 oath not to 
ters to aliens, and not to marrv 
the* .laughters to the sons of judah. ^ 



AH commentators of the Bible consider it as an 
"mhrcak of emotion or ritual s „ turcs an d do not 
take ,1 very seriously They assume that Nehe- 
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1 t) M.H«]tzef,TheBiK)k uf Either, Where D 
and History End?, BR, VIII, February 1992* a^-jo, 44. aJTl 
Tejl cl-Maiarlftscnptjon No. 7 and Some 1 linorieal and L»i 
rary Problems of ihe Vth Satrapy, Trarueuphraiertc 1,198 
iif~n& 3) The Peircpolii Documents* The Lin 
Chronicle and the Book ol Judith, PdP, CCXLV, 1989, *t- 
rot; 4) The Social and Fiscal Reform* ol Nehcmia in judah 
and the Attitude of the Achacmcmd King* \o the Internal 
Affairs of the Auionortuni* Provinces, Apollin.ni* ui, i«j?w. 
333—33 c; (J A recently published Babylonian Tablet and the 
Province of judah after p6 BGE, Traitteuphraieiie. V iojji, 
j7=rit; fi) The Early Relation* of Cypnn and Anatolia, the 
k\pw Measure and the Adtaemenian Land Tax, RDAC, 
T99t, 'J7-* r ^^ffl^ Provincial Taxation in the Aehacme- 
nian Empire and "forty tfickcU nf Silver* "Mic lima rum*. 
1992, tc-26: i) Some Conirder^ion* about the Book* d 
Chronicles and the Lindm Chronicle. OLP, a t, \99*> 
UV 9} Again on some Problem* of the Ac hacmcind Taxation 
in the Province of Judah, AMI. if; \9V< ji^jlM Neh 
21,24 and the Provincial Kcpnaenuiive ol the Penr-wi Roy J 
Court, Tramseuphratcne tttfa, 1*9^1* . 
1 a O Bucer, Ljnivita legijlarava del wranu aencmmJe * 
£ ti Archivirealipeniani, RIDA, it, W*. u-a* ; 
i On die quciiion which penon by the name cd Artajrcrxei 
was meant* tee below, mthrrr 'mltim 

Ezra and Nehcmia {Cambridge Jij; 
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\|,ins the words of 



The text is dated to the Jth year of Darius 11, i. c . 

Adding that these WO persons did not belong t D 
classes pf die society we see that pluck- 



jewtsh commcnutor - F <c cJub$ (or m r 

Nchemia: "And I < on m , hcm w remember . thc hair D f the beard was a common Icarure in 

,oaC ' " — p ers i a n Empire. But we also I md confirma- 

tion for this kind of punishment in the works of 
Plutarchus. In his "Moralia" t 7J D we read: 

' i) Artaxerxes, the son of Xerxes, called "Long- 
hind", because of his having one hand longer 
than the other. . . 3) He was the first to ordain this 
form of punishment for those of thc ruling class 
who offended; instead of having their bodies 
scoured and the hair plucked from iheir heads, 
they took off their outer garments and these were 
scourged and put off their headdress and this was 
plucked." 1 '' 



flowing them, for tc , j. ^ jmp0rt . 
(the ban ol m.u-d marr »g _ u| my 

& to pay ancm.on o . ^ ^ 

pulled out the heard sa an sp 

L rseeumr in plural. In M « * *! ,,,„, 
Ihe^mrf. which lus the meanmg topu, 

piuc1t»{die hairol the heard). 

1 t ita into .lccount that Isaiah 50 
\Vc have also 10 tahi «»<>•"- , ■ 

Wtrnp .0 ncutcr.ls.iA d,prop he o * 

^pcriiHl/ In B cn OT Uanow chat I n ihe 

Sale Licrn Mcditermneiiti ffl mdmt urn*, 
W colored to be w » ril |1U " 

mllut ion | "free pC r»ui»and dui, » the contrary 
snccnl mvIc« of beards and )w COlffwcS were 
esteemed * a sign of hooour." Taking this into 
account, it -s difficult to imagine thai the aristo- 
crats of JuiW. stiw J in thc line, and the governor 
Nchcmu in pa son was beating them and pluck- 
ing their heanU. 'Hits was rather the task of the 
persecutor 1 , belonging to his suit* 

Drawing on other documental evidence we learn 
thai it was also .1 kind of special punishment in 
Aehaeinenid UabyloiUiU 

So, according to the cuneiform text CBSj2ij 
I mm the Mur.mi archive 1 '*, two persons agree by 
amuau to do groundbreaking on thc land of 
RimtthMai in the settlement at DUfgabbaraS 1 
And then: 1 -' 

*6) ii they have not completed the groundhrcak- 
tng bv the tint day of the fifth month, 

f) they ihall be beaten one hundred time with a 

WfpJ*, n 

8) (their) beard* and hair (of the head) shall be 
plucked out 1 *, 

9) and Ribat* mhi of Bel-lriba, servant of 
I^Hmvut^inuria, shall keep them in the work- 



» \ny ihm mlqvvt Ihlqvun kdy Ihwkyhm wlhtkynn 

f Gcw, rultattl fmakklm uNiayay 1'monjm. Prof Y. Amhw - 

mv thanks 10 him -drew my attention to this verse. 

• Q Eissfcldt, Einleiiung in das Alte Tegument (Tobinijen 
, 9 6 4 ) 734ft".; A, Soggin, Introduction to thc Old testament 
(London 1976I )>o-3"- 

* M. Fishbein, EB V1IU i^Sa, 326-3)4 £H«brew)S, V Haiti t. 
David, Sparta's Social Hair, Brands, 90. t99*» • 1-2 1 . 

» M. W. Stolper, Entrepreneur and Empire. Thc Murasu 
Archive, the Murasu Firm and Persian Rule Babylonia (Is- 
tanbul 1985) 9*~9> (Ko.yiY, M. W. Stolper, Mesopotamia, 
482-330 BCE, CAM, VI, ^8. 

II Cf. also M. \V. Stolper, Mana^nient and Politico m later 
Ach,icmcniJ Babylonia, v. 1% 244, 3:7- < Ann Arlmr 

fl j .1^ 6) UD.I KAM U ITI.NE ' 1 ■ip-fjtt t* tg-d^m* 

SAG.DU ib-ba^qi«ik*u 9) inn £ */•/* *f ^" 

SU LU,ARAi1 io)li^WfU^MA5 ^ 
« r/r/p/r - -pluckinB 1 * CAD, N, 302a (but in this c.ise it lu^ *™ 
scnAc) ami Stolper Entrepreneurs... 170 note a) ihmk» that ir 
is an error instead of wiA^ir or nujpH f r °m Aramaic * 
bear (J- Lciw, Ncuhchraisches und Cha1d3iW^ * t>r ** T \ 
bmh [Uip*t$ 1SS3) 440}- So, it had to be a kind of dun o 

VV'lllp 

sheep, but 9S a, c) *to tear out liair^ 99a, 2, "m P' uck 

" l. 'AoTfut-oEnc o E.\<ot% o titiHOoxnO «i'^ ft V ^ ^ 
Ana to njv hc^uv /rIo« |UptDOTt i>ov Tyeiv, r>a V i V * 
ny^iUiLviu toO utj" >aiv l^un/awuTtooy Cctti, 
a. ngujio^ ot' nomto|k>)a:lv bciXeudi ' fI>v oiiY 11 ^ 11 
Toiiviiuv lot'; orviifirvuiic xai poi i >,oui'voi»c. y 
!• nouiios bi toL; &flOQTdvpUOl itTiv iV/tnoM/ativ TIM" 

rxuzsv, rot) to o<b|iol |ia<fTiVO?v hoj rnv 

<i.ii^i>iuv. iKioTivneoOui piv ti^oftvtiNurviov TO 
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Wc do not know, which sources Plutarchus th * 
author of thc II cent, AD, used when writing this 
passage. We can be sure that he did not invent it 
The sources of "Moralia" arc not known, for 
Plutarchus docs not mention the Authors he used 
But certainly he took the passage from some lit- 
erary source, which had its origin in Persia or in 
Greece, contemporary with the later period of 
the Aehaemertian Empire. 

Evidence that Plutarchus can be trusted comes 
from the word "to pluck (hair)*: The Hebrew 
root mrt has this principal meaning, as docs the 
neo-Babylonian baqamt, and has the same 
meaning as in Greek. 

This brings us to the conclusion that Nchemia 
acted according to the imperial law, before the 
king forbade this form of punishment for persons 
of the upper class* 



II 



The same passage is given in shorthand manner 
also in rt Moralia" 3 jE and j6 jA, but wc would 
be unable to understand it without 1730, where 
the king Artaxerxes, son of Xerxes, i.e. Ar- 
texerxes I, is mentioned"' who reigned in the 
years 465-424 BCE. 

The view that Nchemia was a contemporary of 
Artaxerxes 1 and was appointed governor fpeha) 
of Judah in his twentieth ycar t i.e. 445/4 BCE, l7 as 
wc learn from thc autobiographical Book of 
Nchemia, is accepted by the great majority of 
scholars. But this point of view is now sometimes 
being contested by several scholars who propose 
to date Nchemia and the beginning of his mission 
°ot to 44C/5 BCE but to the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes II, i,c. 384 BCE. So, according to 
l hem, thc punishing of the Judcan nobles would 
have to be dated into the year }?z BCE. Now we 
'earn from Plutarchus (cf. above) that Artaxerxes, 
s °n of Xerxes, i.e. Artaxerxes I T prohibited the 
Punishment by flogging and plucking the beards 
m the case of nobles. There remained the flogging 
of th ^ir garments and plucking of their headwear. 
A * we have seen above, thc original punishment 
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4 People below the upper ela^* , - , 
^ of Darin, f| gSf! 5 ^'"^ *° 

uniwing nn hi m pom , * . 
On vfnr«.».i , 1 " w 11 *« ahull;, in 
n • lor members of the uppor.cli 



^Kmgs law. This kind of humiliating punish. 
r m W **^m upper class pcrL by 
symbohc a cl So Nchemia must Lc pu „* 

Ston We do not know when it was proclaimed, 
but by all means after 431 and before the end of 
4-4i life the date of the King's death, 11 

This gives us a definite clue that Nehemia was 
acting at thc time of Artaxerxes l t before the Sib, 
m 1 tut ion of thc punishment for the nobles. 



r * Cf. also Amm. Marc XXX, 8, 4, where thc author rclata 
uSc correcuon of cruel puniihmeniA by Arm mm. It teems 
tlut the piwagc b linked! to the ttory jjiven by PJotarchiu 
(WatiTjDJ. Cf, also die hin« about the same change con- 
cerning the upper cJiiia Plut, Mor^fH and sb\A. 
a Ncki, (J-^ Most recently H. Tadnwp; Jutiak CAH \ T l 
1954, Ck8c, i6i-J9fi, esp, 277-aSj, 
11 Eiisfcfdr 1 734ft Thcje doubts and the dating of Nchemia 
by the time of Arwurcfxes II originates from the works of 
CkC Torrey, The ComrKintitm jnd HittoricaJ Value *»r 
Ezn-NehemiJt Gicssen, 1896; Ch.C. Torre)'. F./ra Studies 
New York, 1970, first published 1910 Sjj-jjJi the same 
views of later achohrs ire summe J up by H. H. Kim ley. The 
ChronologicaJ Order of Erza-ind Nehemia, m: Thc Scn*am 
of the Lord and Other Esayi on the Old Tcirament (London 
195a) tlo -l \ 9; these doubts arc raided again by R, J. Coggins, 
The Boob of l:/ra ami Nchemia (Cambridge J9/0 
by It Klein, Eira and Nchemia in Recent Studies in 'Mdjpiih 
lid Dti. The Might)prjActi oi God [ E ^ R M* Croii et al) 
Essays in the Bible and Aftftacology m Memory t>l CJ, 
Wright (Garden City 197*> 3<Sp-i^ W V?~m* MvlfLJ. 
Salev The Date of Nehemia Reconsidered. In: Ld, C. A. 
Tutt'le, Biblical and near Eastern Studies, Ks*a> 1 b I loncrui of 
W. S LaSor (Grand Rapids ij>7» 1 l«-^f • ^ J- ^ ,nc * ^ 
redatc Baftoa*. mentioned by Josenhu* (Ant. 1 U97-J01) 
identify^ him with the eunuch flagnaa, w ho was .lie m^ 
mHucnrial nerwit at tJiecoun oj Ana.cne^ III fj H#M n 
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